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to him. Sometimes we ask indifferently. We
do not agonize. The Lord spoke of that
when He spoke of our importunity in
prayer—to pray, to ask, to ask again and
again.

Sometimes we do not get our answer
because we have harshness in our hearts
toward others. The Lord said that when we
pray, if we have anything against our
brother, we are to forgive him, and ask him
to forgive us.

Then sometimes our prayers are not

%nswered because of sin-in-us. The psalmist

said if we regard iniquity in our hearts,=
the Lord will not hear us. Isaiah 59: 1 2 says,
“‘Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have

- will not hear.”” So these things mterfere

They come between us and God.

BUT JAMES also says there are times

" when we have not because we ask not. We‘

P

just don’t take it to God in prayer. We do

not make it a matter of prayer. We rush into
the day ourselves, make decisions fc f i
selves and leave God out of it. Then w:

der why life can be so frustratmg  and disag
pointing. You know, it is a_marveloqith
how God can be n}_gng{j 0 answer if we just
ask Him. I stumbled into this thought i
. Psalm 107. The psalmist talks about a man

is sick unto death and in his extremity

/ he prays. Then he talks about a mariner, a

|

sailorin a storm,-and in the agony and terror

\; of the hurricane and a boat about. te sink,

the man prays. And in both instances the
man is heard. God heard him and saved him.

| Then the psalmist wonders why we do not

5

take our needs to God in prayer. :
Recently I came across the story of a

“sweet little boy. He was a German lad and

was so devout—he loved the Lord and he
prayed often. His father and mother were
very dilatory, but the little boy was devout.
The pastor would speak of him in praise for
his godliness and holiness. The headmaster

* of the school had told the children to be sure

they were always on time. So the little boy
sought to be on time when he went to school.
One morning, on account of his parents, the
little boy could not get away, and when he
walked out the door to go to school, the
clock struck the time that he was to be there.
It was a long walk from his house to the
school house and the little fellow bowed his

The high and the
mighty, the low
and menial, all
of us — justask

Baptist Standard

‘talk to Him. The high :
and memal allof us:

 this cup pass from me,” God said
the Lord died on the cross. When Pa
‘the Lord to remove his thorn in th g
God said, «‘No, my strength is made perfect; i
foryou.”>

Ie ang;%"

head and prayed aloud, ‘“Oh, Lord, don’t
let me be late for school.””

A man nearby overheard the boy’s prayer
and he thought it foolish. It had already
struck time for the boy to be there, yet he
prayed God would not let him be late for
school. Out of curiosity the man followed
the boy just to see what would happen. You
know what happened? The headmaster of
the school had put his key in the lock and
somehow had turned it the wrong way, and
he jammed the lock. He could not get the
door open. They called for a locksmith, the
locksmith had finished his work, and the
door opened and the headmaster and the
students walked in just as that devout little
boy arrived! Isn’t that blessed? Ask, Jesus

: says. Make it a matter of prayer. Ask.
separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, thathe -~

A ASK, and d ye shall receive.”” Jesus does

not say w etostudya book aboutit. We
._donot haveto be, ear; neH . We do not have to

have a dxploma in |
to our own father,

into the promised land ‘God told
speak no more about the matter. The
was no. When the Lord prayed,

in weakness; my grace issufficient

L we Im
we read, ‘‘Ask me, and I shall give thee
the heathen for thme mhentance and‘ the

that after 70 years God was to visit His ‘peo-
ple and they could return home, Daniel sti

had to pray for it. It was the purpose of God

to save the gentiles and He raised up Paul to
preach the gospel to the gentiles, but he had
to pray for us that we might be saved. That is
the way God has put it together.

WHY DOES NOT God just do it any-.
way—without our asking? I do not know. I
just know that the principle and rule and
program of God is that I ask Him. That is
the way God makes it work. No stewardship
program in any church will ever succeed if
the people involved do not pray. Children
will not grow up to pray if parents do not
pray for them and teach them to pray. So it
is with the spirit of our churches. If we
would feel God’s presence, we must ask Him
in saving grace to walk among us, to sit by
our side, to live in our hearts. If we do pray,
God will give us above all that we ask or

think. /(Z
WM ::efﬁ

Why does not
Godjustdoit
anyway — without
our asking?

The apostle Paul closed his prayer in
Ephesians 3 with these words, ‘“Now unto
him who is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus through-
out all ages, world without end. Amen.””

‘“Above all that we ask or think’’—if
you ask, God will do above all that you ask
for and all that you could even dream for.

Abraham asked God for Ishmael. The
Lord was pleased and said, “I’ll make
Ishmael a great people’’—all those Arab
people. But He gave Abraham more than he
asked for. When he was 100 years old and
when Sarah was 90 years old God gave him
Isaac.

ABOVE ALL that we ask or think.
Jacob said, ““Lord, if you’ll just give me rai-
ment and food and brmg me back home, I’ll

A ii remember me,”’ Jesus said to
day, this day, you’ll be with me in

When the prodigal son came
father saying, ‘‘Father, I’m not

a hir hand *’ the father said, ‘“Bring the
finest robe and put it on him, and put a ring
pon his finger, and kill the fatted calf, for
this my boy was dead and is alive again, he
was lost and is found.”” And they began to
rejoice.

Above all that we ask or think. Ask Him..
Make it a matter of prayer. “Lord I don’t
know the decision to make in this.”” Ask
Him. James says, ‘‘If any of you lack wis=_
dom, let him ask God, that giveth to all men
liberally.”” ““Lord, I have a problem in my
life.”” Take it to God. “‘Lord, I’ve got trou-
bles or I have needs.”” Take it to the Lord.
He will answer. You will have a new life and
a new hope and a new uplift in your soul. .
There will be a heavenwardness, a
Christwardness in you that you never knew
beforeif you will just ask.

W. A. Criswell is pastor of First
Church, Dallas. This article on prayer
was written at the request of the Baptist
Standard.
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